Remarks by Mr Musinga T. Bandora, UN Resident Coordinator on the occasion of African Statistical Day 
held at the Zoo Park Theatre, Windhoek

3rd November 2012
Director of Ceremonies, 
Hon. Doreen Sioka, Minister for Gender Equality and Child Welfare, 
Permanent Secretaries and other Senior Government Officials,

Members of the Diplomatic Corps
Members of the UN Family Namibia, 
Representatives of NGO’s and Community-Based Organizations,

Esteemed members of the media,
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me begin by expressing how delighted I am to join you for this important event – the celebration of the African Statistics Day. Today’s celebration has its origin in the 1990 decision by the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), the Joint African Conference of Planners, Statisticians, and Demographers to set aside a day to highlight the important role statistics plays in social and economic development in Africa.

Over the years the celebrations have focused on many different themes related to the importance of statistics in development planning and policy formulation.  A common thread that has characterised all the past celebrations however, is that “reliable statistics describe the reality of people’s everyday lives”. Statistics, for instance tell us who the poor are, where they are, why they are poor and what their experiences of poverty are. In this way statistics arm us with the information on which we can base and tools for effecting development programmes.  Statistics also tell us where resources are more abundant or lacking and provide us with a basis for targeting development programmes and tracking and reporting on the impact of such programmes. 
Director of Ceremonies, Honourable Minister; “whoever controls the statistics, controls the development agenda”. The African continent faces a serious problem of a dearth of up-to-date and reliable statistics. More worrying is the fact many African Governments do not have full control and custody of their statistics and are often forced to rely on external sources for statistics on their own countries!  They have weak national statistical institutions which are not adequately resourced, unlike similar institutions in the developed nations.  Statistics are important, not just for planning for the present but also for the future. We need to know, within the limits of permissible error, how many doctors will be needed in 10 years time and adequately plan that. We need to know the number of hospitals and other health workers will be needed as well as the number of educational facilities and associated requirements for teachers and learning materials and adequately plan for these. Statistics help use to determine the type of skills that the country presently requires and those that will be required in the future. Director of Ceremonies, Hon Minister;  the critical role that statistics plays in a country’s development planning processes therefore, cannot be gainsaid. In this regard, Director of ceremonies, I wish to commend the Government of the Republic of Namibia on the recent establishment an autonomous Namibia Statistics Agency as the central statistical authority and the central repository for all statistics produced in Namibia. 
Allow me, Director of Ceremonies to turn, at this juncture, to the theme of this year’s celebrations “Making every woman and man count: Engendering statistics for better development outcomes”. This theme was chosen to draw attention to the importance of gender responsive statistics in tackling gender inequalities and women’s empowerment.  Policy and decision makers need to act, and do so urgently, to institutionalize the integration of gender in national statistical systems in terms of frameworks, methodologies, and approaches for data collection, analysis and dissemination. 
Gender disaggregated statistics are the key to achieving gender equality and empowerment of women. When we talk about gender-disaggregated statistics we are not talking about an isolated field of statistics. Neither are we talking about an ‘add on activity’ or an ‘added responsibility’ for statisticians. Gender- disaggregated statistics should be viewed as an integral part of the national statistical system. Gender disaggregated statistics however, have added value in that they recognize and highlight the differential power relationships between women and men, girls and boys and the resulting gender inequalities. Gender disaggregated statistics are critical for any country to address social exclusion as they provide a basis for the formulation of appropriate policies and programmes that respond to inherent gender inequalities in society. They further provide an unbiased basis for evidence-based policy formulation and decision-making that address gender inequalities since some policies may affect men and women differently while some services are consumed differently by men and women. Furthermore, gender-disaggregated statistics provide evidence for equitable distribution of resources and opportunities between men and women; and boys and girls. To illustrate, recent statistics indicate that the poor in Namibia, who are mostly women, subsistence farmers and pensioners, are disproportionately located in rural areas. National policies and programmes therefore need to target these social groups and in the geographic locations where they live. 
Director of Ceremonies, Hon Minister; Namibia has adopted a set of indicators for monitoring and measuring progress towards the MDGs, NDP4, Vision 2030 and other development goals. Accurate and up to date statistics will be needed to monitor progress on each of those indicators. This places a huge responsibility on the National Statistical Agency and line ministries who are the producers of administrative data. And even after the data is availed it will be necessary to process, analyse and communicate the information to different audiences. Development partners, for instance, need reliable data to inform aid allocation decisions and to monitor the use of aid and thus be able to report on development outcomes.
As I conclude my brief remarks, Director of Ceremonies, Honourable Minister; I wish to highlight the consequences of inaction, with regards to ensuring the availability of reliable and up-to-date statistics. Often times we meet on occasions like this one and thereafter immediately relapse into the “business as usual” mode. As I said earlier, he who controls the statistics controls the development agenda. Certainly Namibia’s development agenda is firmly under the control of the Namibia Government. But to continue being so requires increased investments in the generation, processing, analysis and communication of Namibian statistics, especially gender-disaggregated statistics by the Namibia Statistics Agency and line ministries. As the UN family in Namibia, we stand ready to support the Government in its efforts to strengthen the capacity of the Namibia Statistics Agency in order for it to execute its mandate. Specifically we stand ready to support the Agency and other national institutions in their endeavour to collect, process and communicate reliable statistics and ensure that these are used for purposes of planning and policy formulation at both national and regional levels.  

Reliable and up-to date statistics which is universally available to the people are also important tools for ensuring good governance and accountability. Only if the citizens have full information about the development projects and their associated budgets, can they begin to hold their leaders to account for the application of such resources. Reliable and up-to date statistics are thus essential for effective delivery of services. Sadly, Director of Ceremonies, Honourable Minister; while statistics currently enjoy a higher profile than ever before in development discourse at all levels, many countries still lack the capacity to produce, analyse and importantly, use the range quality of statistics required to support effective development planning.  And as a result, policy making suffers, governments cannot be held accountable for their decisions and their people remain poor because of it. 
Lastly, I would like to extend my special thanks to the National Statistical Agency for inviting me to participate in this important national event and to its staff that have made this event possible. Working in partnership with the Namibian Government and other stakeholders, I believe we can make a huge difference in the lives of ordinary Namibians by supporting the development and promoting the use of statistics.
Thank you for your attention.
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