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MISSION STATEMENT
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Preface

Foreign trade plays an important role in a nation’s economy.  Trade policies and the formulation of trade strategies are a focus of 
attention for planners, traders and development economists.  Among economists, interest is in the relationship between trade 
policies and trade performance, on the one hand, and on the other between trade performance outcomes and the overall eco-

nomic performance.
 
Foreign trade statistics measures values and quantities of goods that, by moving into or out of a country, add to or subtract from the 
nation’s material stock of goods.  Foreign trade statistics are invaluable for the formulation of monetary, fiscal, commercial and regional 
integration policies.  In the Southern African Customs Union (SACU), reliable import statistics are crucial in the revenue sharing among 
member states.  

Since Namibia’s independence, government policy has been to develop, promote and diversify the country’s exports, to expand and 
consolidate market shares of existing markets and to penetrate new markets.  Prior to independence, trade flows between Namibia 
and the rest of the world were not independently recorded.  Since 1991, positive developments have taken place, both in the particu-
lars recorded and the methods of recording.  Computerization of procedures at the Directorate of Customs and Excise through the 
introduction of an Automated System for Customs Data (ASYCUDA++) has significantly enhanced the timely dissemination and analysis 
of trade statistics through prompt transfer of captured trade data at Customs to the Namibia Statistics Agency. 

This bulletin presents trade data for the third quarter of 2012 compared to the corresponding quarter of the preceding year.  The data 
are presented by various trade categories, including major trading partners; major products; country of origin and destination; and 
economic zones

  

DR JOHN STEYTLER 
STATISTICIAN GENERAL
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Introduction
The mandate of the Namibia Statistics Agency is to produce and disseminate relevant, quality and timely statistics, including statistics 
relating to imports and exports as soon after the period to which they relate. This bulletin presents summary trade statistics in terms 
of imports and exports of merchandise goods for the third quarter of 2012 as compared to the same quarter of 2011.More detailed 
data can be provided on request.

Foreign trade statistics derived from records of trade flows across international borders are invaluable for the formulation of com-
mercial, fiscal and monetary policies of any country.  The basic information for the compilation of trade statistics is collected and /or 
captured based on import/export declarations made by traders and agents.

The computerization of procedures by the Customs Department in the Ministry of Finance, the supplier of information for compiling 
foreign trade statistics, through the introduction of the Automated System for Customs Data (ASYCUDA++), has continued to facilitate 
the prompt transfer of recorded data from the Customs & Excise (C&E) to the Namibia Statistics Agency for processing.  This is a signifi-
cant contribution towards the achievement of the objective of providing accurate, timely and relevant data.

This bulletin interprets the trade flow for the third quarter of 2012 as compared to the corresponding quarter of 2011. It examines the 
overall trade performance by value, commodities, trading partners and economic zones. Furthermore, a summary of the trade flow of 
the third quarter of 2011 and 2012 respectively is shown in the annex.

Summary of exports and imports  
During the third quarter of 2012, Namibia’s trade deficit surged to N$5.4 billion from N$1.3 billion in the corresponding quarter of 
2011. The sharp jump in the trade deficit was mainly attributable to imports that rose sharply to N$16.5 billion from N$11.5 billion in 
the same quarter of the preceding year. Exports on the other hand, increased only moderately to N$11.1 billion from N$10.2 billion. 

Table 1: Namibia Trade Flow for Q3 of 2012 compared to Q3 of 2011

Table 2: Top Domestic Export Products for Q3 of 2012 compared to Q3 of 2011

   Third Quarter 2012 

 (N$  billions) 

Third Quarter 2011 

 (N$  billions) 

Exports  11.1  10.2 

Imports  16.5  11.5 

Trade balance  ‐5.4  ‐1.3 

 
Exports by type 
Natural or cultured pearls, precious or semi-precious stones, precious metals, metals clad with precious metal and articles thereof; 
imitation jewellery; coin (Chapter 71 of the HS classification) dominated the list of domestic exports from Namibia, accounting for 27 
percent of total exports during the third quarter of 2012 compared to 26.4 percent in the corresponding quarter of 2011. This was fol-
lowed by Ores, slag and ash (chapter 26) with 21.2 percent and Fish and crustaceans, mollusc and other aquatic invertebrates (chapter 
03) with a share of 12.7 percent. The corresponding shares for the third quarter of 2011 were 26.4 percent, 12.0 percent and 11.9 
percent respectively. 

HS 

code 

Commodity descriptions  Q3‐2012  Q32011 

Value 

(N$000,000) 

%  Value 

(N$000,000) 

% 

71  Natural or cultured pearls, precious or semi‐precious stones, precious metals, 

metals clad with precious metal and articles thereof; imitation jewellery; coin 

2 769  27.0  2 884  26.4 

26  Ores, slag and ash  2 180  21.2  1 315  12.0 

03  Fish and crustaceans, mollusc and other aquatic invertebrates  1 304  12.7  1 302  11.9 

79  Zinc and articles thereof  586  5.7  660  6.0 

87  Vehicles others than railway or tramway rolling‐stock, and parts and accessories 

thereof 

496  4.8  291  2.7 

22  Beverages, spirits and vinegar  420  4.1  329  3.0 

02  Meat and edible meat offal.  327  3.2  433  4.0 

25  Salt, sulphur; earths and stone; plastering materials, lirne and cement  237  2.3  229  2.1 

74  Copper and articles thereof  201  2.0  711  6.5 

01  Live animals.  198  1.9  312  2.9 

   Other Products  1 544  15.0  2 470  22.6 

   Total  10 262  100  10 936  100 

 



Trade Statistics THIRD QUARTER | 2012 7

Table 3: Top Re- Exports Products for Q3 2012 compared Q3 2011

Table 4: Top imports products for Q3 2012 compared to Q3 2011

Major re-exports 
Ships, boats and floating structures (Chapter 89 of HS classification) topped the list of re-exports from Namibia in the third quarter of 
2012 with a share of 41.7 percent of total re-exports. It was followed by Aircrafts, spacecraft and parts thereof (chapter 88) with a share 
of 15.7 percent. The third product of re-exports during the quarter was boilers, machineries and mechanical appliances; parts (chapter 
84) with a share of 15.6 percent. The corresponding shares for the third quarter of 2012 were 0.5, 3.0 and 36.8 percent, respectively. 

HS 

code 

Commodity descriptions  Q3‐2012  Q32011 

Value 

(N$000) 

%  Value 

(N$000) 

% 

89  Ships, boats and floating structures  345 355  41.7  1 780  0.5 

88  Aircraft, spacecraft and parts thereof  129 787  15.7  11 260  3.0 

84  Boilers, machinery and mechanical appliances; parts thereof  129 267  15.6  137 340  36.8 

87  Vehicles others than railway or tramway rolling‐stock, and parts and accessories 

thereof 

116 378  14.1  162 016  43.4 

90  Optical, photographic, cinematographic, measuring, checking, precision, medical or 

surgical instruments and apparatus; parts and accessories thereof 

41 884  5.1  10 241  2.7 

85  Electrical machinery and equipment and parts thereof; sound recorders and 

reproducers, television image and sound recorders and reproducers, and parts and 

accessories of such articles 

37 480  4.5  42 139  11.3 

73  Articles of iron or steel  12 836  1.6  587  0.2 

86  Railway or tramway locomotives, rolling‐stock and parts thereof; railway or tramway 

track fixtures and fittings and parts thereof; mechanical (incl. electro‐mechanical) 

traffic signalling equipment of all kinds 

5 525  0.7  2 301  0.6 

82  Tools, implements, cutlery, spoons and forks, of base metal; parts thereof of base 

metal 

2 174  0.3  900  0.2 

40  Rubber and articles thereof  1 414  0.2  31  0.0 

   Other Products  5 853  0.7  4 980  1.3 

   Total  827 953  100  373 575  100 

 Imports by type 
Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products of their distillation; bituminous substances; mineral (Chapter 87 of HS classification) dominated 
the list of imports into Namibia in the third quarter of 2012, with a share of 18.7 percent of total imports. It was followed by  vehicles 
other than railway or tramway-rolling-stock, and parts and accessories thereof (chapter 87) with a share of 11.7 percent and 8.5 per-
cent share came from Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and mechanical appliances; parts thereof  (chapter 84).The corresponding 
shares for the third quarter of 2011 were 9.0 percent, 13.7 percent and 11.3 percent respectively.

HS 

code 

Commodity descriptions  Q3‐2012  Q32011 

Value 

(N$000,000) 

%  Value 

(N$000,000) 

% 

27  Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products of their distillation; bituminous 

substances; mineral waxes 

3 078  18.7  1 038  9.0 

87  Vehicles others than railway or tramway rolling‐stock, and parts and accessories 

thereof 

1 921  11.7  1 581  13.7 

84  Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and mechanical appliances; parts thereof  1 394  8.5  1 306  11.3 

89  Ships, boats and floating structures  1 156  7.0  58  0.5 

71  Natural or cultured pearls, precious or semi‐precious stones, precious metals, 

metals clad with precious metal and articles thereof; imitation jewellery; coin 

772  4.7  753  6.5 

85  Electrical machinery and equipment and parts thereof; sound recorders and 

reproducers, television image and sound recorders and reproducers, and parts 

and accessories of such articles 

745  4.5  612  5.3 

26  Ores, slag and ash  568  3.4  13  0.1 

73  Articles of iron or steel  525  3.2  488  4.2 

22  Beverages, spirits and vinegar  338  2.1  320  2.8 

30  Pharmaceutical products  320  1.9  340  3.0 

   Other Products  5 667  34.4  5 011  43.5 

   Total  16 484  100  11 520  100 
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Exports to key markets 
The major trading partners, to where Namibia exported most of her products during the third quarter of 2012 were, South Africa (N$1.9 
billion), Botswana (N$1.2 billion), and Angola (N$1.1 billion) billion). This represented 17 percent, 11 percent and 10 percent; compared 
to 20 percent, 0.5 percent and 12 percent one year earlier as illustrated in chart 1. The analysis reveals that a sharp increase in exports 
to Botswana was realized during Q3 of 2012, this increase was as a result of increased trade in the following commodities:  Diamonds, 
vehicles, processed meat of fish, locomotives, and residues from food industries. There was no trade recorded for diamonds during Q3 
of 2011 while Q3 of 2012 recorded N$1,078 billion, a significant increase in exports to Botswana. 

 
Imports from key markets 
Namibia’s import bill amounted to N$16.5 billion during the third quarter of 2012 as compared to N$11.5 billion recorded in the cor-
responding quarter of 2011, indicating an increase in imports figures. 

The major trading partners, from where Namibia sourced most of her products during the third quarter of 2012, were RSA (N$11.3billion), 
China (N$1.1 billion), Switzerland (N$737 million) and Germany (N$511 million), representing 68.4 percent, 6.9 percent, 4.5 percent 
and 2.8 percent of total imports, respectively. During the corresponding quarter of 2011, Namibia sourced most of its commodities 
from RSA (N$9.2 billion), UK (N$519 million), Export Processing Zones (EPZ) (N$270 million), and China (N$264 million), representing 
79.8 percent, 4.5 percent, 2.3 percent, respectively.

Table 5: Major imports partners for Q3 of 2012 compared Q3 of 2011

PARTNER  Q3‐2012    Q3‐2011   

  Value (N$ 000,000)  %  Value (N$ 000,000)  % 

SOUTH AFRICA  11 276  68.4  9 190  79.8 

CHINA  1 145  6.9  264  2.3 

SWITZERLAND  737  4.5  132  1.1 

GERMANY  511  3.1  174  1.5 

BOTSWANA  456  2.8  67  0.6 

ZAMBIA  307  1.9  19  0.2 

TANZANIA  265  1.6  0  0.0 

EXPORT PROCESSING ZONE  253  1.5  270  2.3 

MOZAMBIQUE  246  1.5  6  0.1 

UNITED KINGDOM  180  1.1  519  4.5 

OTHER COUNTRIES  1 108  6.7  875  7.6 

TOTAL  16 483  100  11 516  100 

 

Chart 1: Exports by key markets for Q3 of 2012 compared to Q3 of 2011
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Namibia’s exports and imports by economic zones  

Exports
An analysis of Namibia exports by economic zones reveals that, Namibia exported a share of N$ 5.0 billion to SADC representing 35.1 
percent, compared to N$9.3 billion and 47.0 percent in the same quarter of 2011. This represented a decline of 11.9 percent in exports 
to SADC.  

Export to the EU market decreased by 13.0 percent from 36.9 percent in the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 
Export to SACU countries amounted to N$3.1 billion in the reporting quarter representing a share of 21.8 percent, however, during the 
corresponding quarter of 2011, exports to SACU amounted to N$2.1 billion representing 18.4 percent. This translates into a decline of 
exports to SACU of 3.4 percent.

Imports
An analysis of the third quarter of 2012 shows that, Namibia imported goods to the value of N$16.5 billion out of this amount SADC 
accounted for the largest share of Namibia’s imports totaling N$12.6 billion representing 46.1 percent. It was followed by SACU with a 
total share of N$11.8 billion representing 42.9 percent.  EU accounts for a share of N$23.9 billion representing 4.6 percent.

SADC-NON-SACU AND COMESA member states had the least share of Namibia’s imports of N$0.9 billion and N$0.6 billion respectively 
and represented 3.1 percent and 2.3 percent respectively.

The chart below shows a comparison of Namibia’s Imports from different economic zones during the third quarter of 2012 and the third 
quarter of 2011, as illustrated by the chart below.
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Chart 3: Imports by Economic Zones for Q3 2012 compared Q3 2011
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Conclusion
In the third quarter of 2012, Namibia’s total exports amounted to N$11.1 billion, an increase of 8.8 percent from N$10.2 billion in the 
corresponding quarter of 2011. Imports increased strongly to N$16.5 billion from N$11.5 billion in the same quarter of 2011. Conse-
quently the trade deficit surged to N$5.4 billion from N$1.3 billion in the corresponding quarter of the previous year.

During the third quarter of 2012, key markets to which Namibia exported most of her products were Botswana, RSA, Angola and Bel-
gium, respectively.

Namibia’s imports were mainly sourced from RSA, China, Switzerland, and Germany.
In terms of economic blocks, Namibia continued to trade mostly with the SADC, EU and SACU.

Major exports were precious or semi-precious stones and precious metals (diamonds); ores, slag and ash (uranium) and fish. 
Major imports were vehicles; minerals fuels and boilers, and machinery.
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A description of Namibia’s Trade Statistics System
This section briefly describes the sources of trade data; data processing; system of recording; classification systems and valuation basis. 

Sources of trade data
In Namibia, the main source of trade data is the Customs and Excise (C&E) Directorate in the Ministry of Finance. The C & E Directorate 
provides information which is basic to the compilation of foreign trade statistics that is processed and disseminated by Namibia Statis-
tics Agency (NSA).  Essentially, information is collected and captured from source documents, the import and export declarations made 
by traders and agents to the customs and Excise Directorate. At least 98 percent of Customs offices and border post are connected to 
the ASYCUDA++ system, data capturing software used by the C&E Directorate at the Ministry of Finance. 

Data processing
Data processing is done by the NSA using EUROTRACE, a microcomputer based program developed by the statistical office of the Euro-
pean Union (EUROSTAT).

 System of recording
Two systems of recording foreign trade statistics can be distinguished based on the criteria of recording the general trade system and 
the special trade system

In the special trade system, imports of goods are recorded once they enter the free circulation area. In the system imports comprise 
goods imported direct and goods withdrawn from free trade zones and bonded warehouses and stores, for consumption.  Exports 
include only goods leaving the free circulation area of a compiling country.

In the general trade system, imports flows come from the rest of the world or from customs transit i.e. goods redirected from customs 
transit to remain in the economic territory. Export flows come from the free circulation area, premises for inward processing or indus-
trial zones and premises for customs warehousing or commercial free zones. In Namibia the general trade system is used.

Classification systems
Foreign trade statistics derived from customs declarations are based on a classification called the Harmonized Commodity Description 
and Coding System (HS).  

Valuation of imports and exports
In trade statistics, imports are valued at Cost, Insurance and Freight (CIF) prices and exports at Free on Board (FOB) prices.  The CIF price 
is the price of a good delivered at the frontier of the importing country.  This price includes any insurance and freight charges incurred 
to the point, or a price for delivery service to a resident before the payment of any import duties or other taxes on imports or trade 
and transport margins within the country. 

The FOB is price of a good with no cost of transport and insurance charges, between the customs frontier of the exporting country and 
that of the importing country.
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Appendix

Table 1: Export and Imports for the third quarter  of 2012 and third quarter of 2011 by month
 

 

 

 

Q3‐2012  Q3‐2011 

Month 

Exports 

Value (N$ 000) 

Imports 

Value (N$ 000) 

Exports 

Value (N$ 000) 

Imports 

Value (N$ 000) 

July  4 106  4 782  2 551  3 599 

August  2 925  5 692  4 578  3 977 

September  4 059  6 009  3 048  3 941 

Total  11 091  16 483  10 177  11 516 

Table 2: Namibia trade with SADC countries for third quarter of 2012 and third quarter of 2011
 

 

Q3‐2012  Q3‐2011 

Partners 

EXPORTS 

Value (N$ 000) 

IMPORTS 

Value (N$ 000) 

EXPORTS 

Value (N$ 000) 

IMPORTS 

Value (N$ 000) 

ANGOLA  1 064 446  6 841  1 021 592  5 525 

BOTSWANA  1 204 729  456 162  79 116  66 510 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO  195 993  942  158 537  18 478 

LESOTHO  6 568  27  3 986  54 

MADAGASCAR  0  0  431  1 

MAURITIUS  221  9 171  5 732  162 

MALAWI  4 382  65  2 217  111 

MOZAMBIQUE  67 122  246 273  24 108  5 983 

SEYCHELLES  30  0  0  0 

SWAZILAND  2 317  35 884  3 074  32 663 

TANZANIA  209 836  264 550  3 842  418 

SOUTH AFRICA  1 881 816  11 276 185  2 020 752  9 189 531 

ZAMBIA  202 802  306 841  85 513  19 028 

ZIMBABWE  143 703  26 830  43 830  6 747 

SADC TOTAL  4 983 966  12 629 771  3 452 729  9 345 210 

 
Table3: Namibia trade with SACU countries for third quarter of 2012 and third quarter of 2011

 

Q3‐2012  Q3‐2011 

Partner  

Exports Value 

(N$ 000) 

Imports Value 

(N$ 000) 

Exports 

Value (N$ 000) 

Imports Value 

(N$ 000) 

BOTSWANA  1 204 729  456 162  79 116  66 510 

LESOTHO  6 568  27  3 986  54 

SWAZILAND  2 317  35 884  3 074  32 663 

SOUTH AFRICA  1 881 816  11 276 185  2 020 752  9 189 531 

SACU TOTAL  3 095 431  11 768 257  2 106 928  9 288 757 
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NOTES
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NOTES
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NOTES
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