
Meet Josef Shikeva, Debmarine Namibia senior marine scientist 

Josef Shikeva is Senior Marine Scientist at Debmarine Namibia and currently pursuing his Masters of 

Science Degree in Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences. His research includes assessing the variations in 

the benthic community structure of the Debmarine Namibia Atlantic 1 Mining Licence Area. 

Who is Josef Shikeva? 

I am an ordinary village boy who grew up herding cattle and cultivating Mahangu in a small village 

called Iindangungu in the Okaku Constituency in Oshana Region. I was brought up with love and care 

by my great grandmother.  I matriculated from Oshakati Senior Secondary School. I am soft spoken, 

humble and very dedicated to whatever I set my mind to. Growing up in the village is always perceived 

as being unfavorable, I performed well at school and had a very good support system from my mother 

albeit living very far in Lüderitz she always managed to get me new school uniform and books each 

year. I graduated from the University of Namibia with an Honors Degree in Environmental Biology and 

Geology, and I am currently finalising my Master’s theses to graduate in September / October 2018 

funded by Debmarine Namibia, through Anchor Environment. 

 

When did you join Debmarine Namibia and how has the experience been as a Senior Marine Scientist? 

I officially joined Debmarine Namibia in June 2017 as a Senior Marine Scientist, however, my journey 

at Debmarine Namibia started in 2016. In 2016, I was awarded a bursary through Anchor 

Environmental, after which I presented my proposal to the Marine Scientific Advisory Committee 

(MSAC) who then introduced me to Debmarine Namibia. To-date my main responsibility at Debmarine 

Namibia is to coordinate and implement scientific research monitoring programmes based on 

environmental risks (for example the long-term benthic monitoring programme). So far, my journey has 

been smooth and exciting.  

 

Tell us more about your research  



The theses is based on assessing the variations in the benthic community structure of the Atlantic 1 

Mining License Area, and also to determine the impact of mining and subsequent species 

recolonisation on the hard substratum using the submersible Jago videos. Over the years, great effort 

has been invested in studying impacts of offshore diamond mining on soft substrate using grab 

sampling that works efficiently well on soft bottom, while more effort needed to be made in 

understanding the impacts on hard bottom (rocky substrata). Therefore, the study will help address 

the knowledge gap of the benthic environments on the hard bottom substratum, with an alternative 

method of surveying using a manned submersible JAGO. The final results of the theses was presented 

in October 2017. During, our last MSAC meeting, I am truly looking forward to share my results with 

my employer.  

What inspired you to pursue environment biology and geology? 

I chose this field of study because I believe our future depends on us understanding the biological 

basis of our life support systems. Environmental science is a broad, well-rounded science programme 

that offers excellent intellectual research for a large range of career options, which ensures the 

acquisition of essential knowledge and skills to appreciate the socio-economic issues related to 

environmental issues as well as specialist scientific knowledge on geological, biological and chemical 

processes. However, for my Masters’ degree research purposes, it is about the opportunity coming at 

the right time and grabbed by the right person. I was already in the marine environment therefore my 

decision to take up this challenge was imminent. Hence, I was fortunate enough to get my studies 

funded by one of the best companies in Namibia.   

 

Any word of inspiration to young aspiring scientist youth? 



Your past does not define your future. I always strive to make the present count. Whatever happened 

in the past is gone.  Use the present to make your future what you want it to be. If anything, growing 

up with my grandmother has taught me to be hardworking and never give up on my dreams.   
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